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MENTAL HEALTH WEEK 

Statement by Minister for Mental Health 

DR G.G. JACOBS (Eyre — Minister for Mental Health) [2.09 pm]: This week marks an important time for 
all Western Australians. It is Mental Health Week. As I have said in this place many times before, one out of 
every five Australians—about 20 per cent—will experience some form of mental illness in their lives. It also 
affects the remaining four out of five people; family, carers and loved ones are all affected by mental illness. 
Many events this week not only raise awareness of mental health but also recognise the excellent work 
surrounding the caring for those with mental illness. On Sunday I participated in the ARAFMI Mental Health 
Week opening event—the inaugural walk of pride. It was good to see the member for Kwinana, the Deputy 
Leader of the Opposition, there as well. Yesterday I visited the Bentley adolescent unit “Families at Work” open 
day where I announced that $337 000 has been provided by the Mental Health Commission for refurbishment of 
the Bentley adolescent unit with improved staff training and an increased focus on discharge planning.  

Along with the member for Southern River, I launched an art competition for primary school children in the 
Southern River electorate to submit original artwork based on the theme “Feelings”. I congratulate him for that 
initiative. Last night I officially opened the new Mental Health Law Centre, an independent legal advocacy 
group that stands up for people with mental illness, particularly in the review of their involuntary status. This 
morning I also had the pleasure of announcing the winners of the Mental Health Good Outcomes Awards. A big 
congratulations to all recipients, including Growing Towards Wellness, the South West Institute of Technology 
partnering with South West Horticultural Therapy and Training; the Mental Health Law Centre WA; Lorraine 
Powell; Dena Lawrence of Hollywood Private Hospital; Music to Open Your Mind by the Southern 
Metropolitan Area Health Service, Mental Health; the Child Health Promotion Research Centre, Edith Cowan 
University; the Ethnic Disability Advocacy Centre; Anthony DeCeglie, for his article in The Sunday Times; 
Grant Wheatley from the Department of Education, hospital school services; and Ann White, well known to 
many, of the WA Association for Mental Health.  

This government is committed to delivering better outcomes for people with mental illness. We are focused on 
reforming areas in mental health service delivery that require improvement. Western Australia is among world 
leaders in the importance it places on mental health. I encourage all Western Australians to take an interest in 
Mental Health Week and just step back and take some time to look at their own mental health and emotional 
wellbeing. 
 


